Scripture for October 17%, 2021 — Confirmation & Baptism Sunday

A reading from the Hebrew Bible, commonly referred to as the Old
Testament

Psalm 91: 9-16

Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
the Most High your dwelling-place,

no evil shall befall you,
No scourge come near your tent.

For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder,
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.

Those who love me, I will deliver;

I will protect those who know my name.
When they call to me, I will answer them;

I will be with them in trouble,

I will rescue them and honour them.
With long life I will satisfy them,

and show them my salvation.



Our gospel reading for this morning is from The Message: the bible
in contemporary language — adapted in 2003, first published in 2001

The Gospel according to Mark 10: 35 — 45

James and John, Zebedee’s sons, came up to him. “Teacher, we have
something we want you to do for us.”

“What 1s it? I’ll see what I can do.”

“Arrange it,” they said, “so that we will be awarded the highest places of
honor in your glory — one of us at your right, the other at your left.”

Jesus said, “You have no idea what you’re asking. Are you capable of
drinking the cup I drink, of being baptized in the baptism I’'m about to be
plunged intor”

“Sure,” they said. “Why not?”

Jesus said, “Come to think of it, you will drink the cup I drink, and be
baptized in my baptism. But as to awarding places of honor, that’s not my
business. There are other arrangements for that.”

When the other ten heard of this conversation, they lost their tempers with
James and John. Jesus got them together to settle things down. “You’ve
observed how godless rulers throw their weight around,” he said, “and
when people get a little power how quickly it goes to their heads. It’s not
going to be that way with you. Whoever wants to be great must become a
servant. Whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. That is
what the Son of Man has done: he came to serve, not to be served — and
then to give away his life in exchange for many.”



