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Mark 8:31-36

Then [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes and be killed and after three days rise
again. He said all this quite openly.

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine
things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples and said to them,

“If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake,
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life?”

Genesis 21:8-21

The child [Isaac] grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that the boy
was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham,
playing with her son Isaac.

So she said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave
woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham
on account of his son.

But God said to Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring
shall be named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, | will make a nation of him also,
because he is your offspring."

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she cast
the child under one of the bushes.

Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for
she said, "Do not let me look on the death of the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted
up her voice and wept.

And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said
to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy
where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great
nation of him."

Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water,
and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and



became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife
for him from the land of Egypt.

Romans 5: 1-5

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through Jesus
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.



