Scripture for 10 September 2023

Psalm 119: 33-40

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,
and I will observe it to the end.

Give me understanding, that | may keep your law
and observe it with my whole heart.

Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for I delight in it.

Turn my heart to your decrees
and not to selfish gain.

Turn my eyes from looking at vanities;
be gracious to me according to your word.

Confirm to your servant your promise,
which is for those who fear you.

Turn away the disgrace that | dread,
for your ordinances are good.

See, | have longed for your precepts;
in your righteousness be gracious to me.

Romans 13: 8-14a

Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not
steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the
fulfilling of the law.

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is
near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not
in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ...

Matthew 18: 15-20 (from “The Message” by Eugene Petersen)

“If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of you. If he
listens, you’ve made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two others along so that the presence
of witnesses will keep things honest, and try again. If he still won’t listen, tell the church. If he
won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to start over from scratch, confront him with the need for
repentance, and offer again God’s forgiving love.

Take this most seriously: A yes on earth is yes in heaven; a no on earth is no in heaven. What
you say to one another is eternal. | mean this. When two of you get together on anything at all on
earth and make a prayer of it, God in heaven goes into action. And when two or three of you are
together because of me, you can be sure that I’ll be there.”



