Hymns for 22 October 2023

397 Thank Our God for Sisters, Brothers

Roger Powell, [248; alx.
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1 Thank our God for  sis - ters, broth-ers, one by grace, in har - mo - ny,
2 Praise to God for con-gre - ga-tions, keep-ing faith with Christas guide;
3 Ho-ly is your namefor - ev - er! Heal di - vi - sions that re - main;
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Join-ing heart o heart with oth - ers, mak-ing strong com - mu-ni - by,
Man-y tongues of man - ¥y na-tions, song and ser - vice w-ni - fied.

Bless the church’s new en-deav-ors; make our wit - ness one a - gain.
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With the cross of Christ our stan-dard, let us sing as with one voice,
Sweet the psalm and sweet the car - ol, when our song is raised as one.
One in Christand in  Christ’s gos-pel, make us one we now im-plore.
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Glo-ry, glo-ry, yours the prom-ise: we who are the churchre - joice.
Glo-ry, glo-ry, yoursthe pow-er, as in heaven your will be done.
Glo-ry, glo-ry, yoursthe glo-ry, then and now and  ev - er - more.
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582 O God of Earth and Altar

St I-2 Gilbert K. Chestertor, [906; alr.
St 2 alt Jame Parker Huber, 1985
St 3, Jane Farker Huber, 1985
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1 O God of earthand al - tar, bow downand hear our  cry;
2 From all that ter-ror  teach - es, from lies of pen and voice,
3 A - wak-en us to ac - tion and forge us in - to one,
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Our  earth-ly rul-ers fal - ter, our peo-ple drifi and die;
From  all the eas- speech - es  that make our hearts re - joice,
de - fy-ing sect ami fac - tion; O God, your will be done!
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The  walls of gold en - tomb us, swords of scom di - vide;
From  val-ue's pro-fan - a - tion, fmm hon - or sac-ri - ficed,
Op - pres-sive sys-lems  snare us; our  ap - a-thies in - crease
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Take not your thun-der from us, but take a - way our prde

From sleep and fromdam - ma - ftion, de - liv-er us, O  Christ!
Great God, in  mer - cy spare. us for  jus-tice and for peacel
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In the Midst of New Dimensions 391

Julian Rush, 1955; alt. Gen. 9:12-16; Exod. 13:21-22; Num. 14:14
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In the midst of new di-men-sions, in the face of chang-ing ways,

2 Through the fiood of  starv-ing peo-ple, war-ring fac-tions and de - spair,
3 As westand a worlddi-vid-ed by ourown self - seek - ing schemes,

4 We are man and we are wom-an, all per-sua-sions, old and young,

5 Should the threats of dire pre-dic-tions cause us to with-draw in pain,
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Who will lead the pil - gnmpeo ples wan-dering in their sep - arate ways?
Who will lift the ol - ive branch-cs? Who will light the flame of care?
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Grant that we, your glob-al vil - lage, might en - vi-sion wid - er dreams,
Each a gift in your cre - a - tion, each a lovesong to be sung.
May your blaz-ing phoe-nix spir - it res - ur - rect the church a - gain,
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God of rain-bow, fier - y pil-lar, lead-ing where the ea-gles soar, We your
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peo-ple, ours the jour-ney now and ev-er, now and ev-er, now and ev-er - more.
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