Scripture, July 11, 2021

Our readings today will be from the Hebrew Bible which is also commonly
referred to as the Old Testament.

Psalm 85: 8-13

" Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
’ Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

'V Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
' Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
" The LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
" Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps.



Amos 7:7-15

7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built
with a plumb-line, with a plumb-line in his hand. "And the LORD said to
me, ‘Amos, what do you see?” And I said, ‘A plumb-line.” Then the Lord
said,
See, I am setting a plumb-line

in the midst of my people Israel;

I will never again pass them by;
’ the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,

and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.’

10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel,
saying, ‘Amos has conspired against you in the very centre of the house of
Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. ''For thus Amos has said,
“Jeroboam shall die by the sword,

and Israel must go into exile

away from his land.”’
“And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy there; "but never again prophesy at
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.’

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am™ no prophet, nor a prophet’s son;
but T am™ a herdsman, and a dresser of sycomore trees, "'and

the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me,
“Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”
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