Scripture for August 29, 2021

A reading from the Hebrew Bible (Commonly referred to as the Old
Testament):

Psalm 15
'O LORD, who may abide in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?

“Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right, and speak the truth
from their heart;

“who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends, nor
take up a reproach against their neighbors;

‘in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear
the LORD; who stand by their oath even to their hurt;

"who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the
innocent. Those who do these things shall never be moved.



From the New Testament

James 1:17-27, adapted

""Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Creator of good, with whom there is no variation
or shadow due to change. ""In fulfillment of Jesus” own purpose he gave us
birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of
his creatures.

"You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen,
slow to speak, slow to anger; “'for your anger does not produce God’s
righteousness. “"Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth
of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has
the power to save your souls. “’But be doers of the word, and not merely
hearers who deceive themselves. “’For if any are hearers of the word and
not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; *'for they
look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were
like. “But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and
persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be
blessed in their doing. “’If any think they are religious, and do not bridle
their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. “'Religion
that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the
world.



