
A compassionate community, intentionally inclusive, openly searching, joyfully serving in the way of Christ 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  
Maundy Thursday 

   

March 29, 2018                        7:00 p.m. 

 
A Just Peace Church 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

A God is Still Speaking Congregation  

    
 

Our faith is 2000 years old; our thinking isn’t. 
 
 

 



Silent Meditation 

Risking Unknowing 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Meister Eckhart’s Book of the Heart,  
Jon M. Sweeny & Mark Burrows 

*Call to Gather 
*Indicates congregation standing 

One: In remembrance of the night Jesus sat at the table with his disciples,  
 we gather: 
All: We come with empty hands and open hearts. 
One: In remembrance of the meal Jesus shared with his friends,  
 we gather: 
All: We come to feast at the table of extravagant love. 
One: In remembrance of our Lord Jesus Christ, we gather: 
All: We come to eat the bread and drink the cup that make us whole.  

*Hymn           “Come to the Table of Grace” 

 
2. Come to the table of hope…    3. Come to the table of love… 

“How should I prepare to find you? 
In emptying myself of the chatter 

Of my words, and opening myself 
To the silence that allows me 

To risk an unknowing that expects 
Nothing and deserves nothing 

 

And wills nothing other than 
The word You speak in 

The stillness I keep where 
My wandering ceases and 

My wondering begins?” 

 



The Gospel                      Matthew 26:20-29 
  

Silent Personal Reflection 

Prayer of Confession 

One: O God, how often we fail you. With Judas, we chafe at your 
teachings and betray you. With Peter, we deny we have ever 
known you. With the religious elite, we question and resent you. 
With Pilate, we give up on you to please the crowds. With the 
doubters, we hesitate to believe in your words. With the 
indifferent, we fall silent as the soldiers crucify you. This heavy 
night reminds us of how you bore our failure to do what is right 
and was crushed by our fear to choose what is good. We 
remember how you suffered to make us whole, how you died to 
give us life. Cleanse us, Lord, and help us to love you with all our 
strength, heart, mind and soul. Amen. 

Congregational Response  “Lamb of God” 

 



Paul’s Epistle to the Church                            1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Meditation         Reverend Ruth Mosher 

*Hymn          “Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation” 

 

     (Sing vv. 1-3, 5) 

Silent Personal Reflection 

Choir Anthem “Dark Was the Earth with Clouds”      Johann Michael 

              Haydn (1737-1806)             

 



Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

One: May the God who was in Christ at the Last Supper be with you. 
All: The God who is, was and shall ever be is among us tonight. 
One: Open your hearts to God. 
All: We open them to the one whose heart is broken this night. 
One: Holy are you, God of redemption, and blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

When the hour had come, Jesus left the comfort of your Presence, tied 
humanity around his heart and accepted the challenge to save us. In the 
midst of his friends, in the congregation of his enemies, he kept the 
promises he made: to love us to the very end. Our Lord, he welcomed all; 
our Teacher, he modeled a life of faith; our Messiah, he endured the snares 
of death that we might have life abundant. 

All: In remembrance, we mourn Christ’s death. 
 In remembrance, we look to the day of his resurrection. 
 In remembrance, we await his return. 

Consecration 

One: Friends, we do in this sacred space what Christ did in the upstairs room. 
All: Send down your Holy Spirit on us, O God of love, and on these 

gifts of bread and cup, that the story of hope – of death and rising, 
of new life and a new humanity – may continue on in us and 
through us. 

*Song               “Live in Charity”      (sing three times) 

 



Sharing the Peace 

The Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 

The Sharing of Bread and Cup 

Communion Anthem    “Ave Verum Corpus”      W.A. Mozart (1756-1791) 

*Ending 

One: After the meal Jesus and his disciples sang a hymn before they went out to 
the Mount of Olives. 

*Song           “Nothing Can Trouble”        (sing twice) 

 
 

One: Jesus said to his disciples: ‘All of you will run away and leave me, for the 
Scripture says, “God will kill the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.”’ 

All: Jesus went with his friends to a place called Gethsemane. He was 
arrested and they all forsook him and fled. 

 

Depart the Sanctuary in Silence 



Maundy Thursday receives its name from the Latin 
Mandatum novum do vobis, “A new commandment I give you.” 

This new commandment given by Jesus Christ, on the night he washed the 
disciples’ feet and ate with his friends, was  

“to love one another just as I have love you.” – John 13:34 
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